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Message from the Premier and Minister for Trade and Major Investment, 

and Chair of the King Island Response Team, Jeremy Rockliff. 

 

Last week we held the final meeting for the King Island Response Team for the year. 

 

We understand that many on the island are waiting for news on the negotiations between 

Saputo and potential buyers of the King Island Dairy. 

 

The Tasmanian Government will continue to keep the community informed of the progress. 

 

Saputo’s Paul Davies informed the meeting that it would be his last as he was moving on to 

another role in the New Year. I want to thank Paul not only for his contribution to KIRT in recent 

months, but also for his long-standing commitment and engagement with the King Island Dairy 

and community. Paul will be replaced on the Response Team by Trevor Stones, who many on 

the island would know as the site manager at King Island Dairy. 

 

Saputo provided an update on how it is managing animal welfare considerations as part of 

transition planning for the farms it operates. Its herd management plans will ensure it complies 

with industry standards for animal care and handling practices. 

 

It is heartening to hear that another major employer on the island, Group Six Metals, has 

agreed on a restructure for the company which should see the mine continue to operate into 

the future. 

 

The meeting discussed the opportunity to work with the tourism industry on the island and 

West by North West Tourism to look at a number of opportunities to strengthen visitation to the 

island and increase its offering. This work will align with the King Island Tourism Strategy to 

ensure sustainable growth for the industry on the island. 

 

Initiatives for tourism could include upgrades to infrastructure, particularly public parks and 
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spaces and important amenities, a look at gaps in the industry and possible responses, as well 

as a sustainable events framework to bring more people to the island. 

 

It was great to hear from the Mayor about the approval for two important developments on the 

island, one for workers and another for visitors to the island. Both will help to boost the local 

economy while building happens and then by providing space for workers and visitors into the 

future. 

 

Late last week a number of Government representatives were on the island for the Drought 

Reflection and Resilience Workshops and it was great to hear that a large number of Islanders 

were part of the sessions. With recent rains the island is certainly in a much better position 

ahead of the summer and many of the farmers are better prepared should we see more dry 

conditions over the remainder of the season. 

 

I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and hope you enjoy a well-deserved break. It is 

important that we all remain positive and there are good things to come. 

 

In the meantime, please take some time to look at the services and programs identified below 

that provide immediate assistance if required. To discuss any of these, or to find out more 

information, please contact the team at Business Tasmania on 1800 440 026 or by email 

at ask@business.tas.gov.au  

 

Please note that Business Tasmania will be closed from 3:00 pm Tuesday, 24 December 2024 

and will reopen at 9:00 am on Thursday, 2 January 2025. 

    

Small Business Emergency Response Grant Program  
  

 

 

Eligible small businesses can access Tier One grants of $2,500 and Tier Two grants of up to 

$22,500 to cover their clean-up and reinstatement costs resulting from the August/September 

2024 severe weather event. For more information and to apply, visit the Business Tasmania 

website here:    

https://www.business.tas.gov.au/funding/general/small_business_emergency_response_grant

_program 
 

    

Primary Producers Emergency Response Grant Program 
 

 

 

Grants of up to $10,000 are available to eligible primary producers statewide to cover costs 

associated with clean-up and recovery following the August/September 2024 severe weather 

event. For more information and to apply, visit the Department of Natural Resources and 

Environment Tasmania here:  

https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture/government-and-community-programs/primary-producer-

storm-recovery-2024 
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Rural Relief Fund 
 

 

 

Farming families impacted by disasters such as drought, flood or bushfires may be eligible for 

a grant of up to $2,500 as crisis relief through the Rural Relief Fund. For more information and 

to apply, visit Rural Business Tasmania website here: 

https://www.ruralbusinesstasmania.org.au/relief-fund  

    

Access free business advice 
  

 

 

Visit https://www.businessadvice.tas.gov.au/ for information about the Tasmanian Business 

Advice Service and New Business Support Pilot Program, both of which provide free and 

independent business advice services. 
 

    

Free assistance for businesses with employees 
 

 

 

Employer of Choice Assist is a free service that provides tailored assistance for businesses 

who employ staff, including information on how to retain employees and advice to understand 

Fair Work and industrial relations requirements. For more information and to register visit: 

https://tcci.com.au/services/business-services/employer-of-choice-assist  

    

Multicultural Small Business Grant Program 

 

 

The Multicultural Small Business Grant Program is still open for applications. This program 

supports Tasmania’s multicultural small businesses in obtaining advice, coaching, training or 

delivering projects that promote sustainable growth. For more information and to apply visit: 

https://www.business.tas.gov.au/funding/ 

    

Mental health support 

 

There are a range of organisations that provide mental health support and resources for 

individuals, communities, and small business owners and employees, including Lifeline 

Tasmania, Beyond Blue, and Rural Alive and Well (RAW). To see the full range of services 

available, visit the following:  

• https://www.business.tas.gov.au/managing/mental_health_and_wellness 

• https://www.lifelinetasmania.org.au/ 
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• https://www.beyondblue.org.au/ 

    

Support available through Business Tasmania 
 

 

 

The Tasmanian Government is committed to supporting small businesses and offers a range of 

services through the Department of State Growth’s Business Tasmania service. Connect with 

the Business Tasmania team on 1800 440 026 or via email at ask@business.tas.gov.au or visit 

https://www.business.tas.gov.au/home 

   

Subscribe to Business Tasmania’s newsletter at https://www.business.tas.gov.au/updates for 

important information and new funding opportunities. 
 

    

 

                            

    

     

 

The Department of State Growth acknowledges the traditional owners of the land upon which we work and pay 

our respects to Elders, past and present. 

 

This publication has been produced by the Department of State Growth. You are directed to a disclaimer and 

copyright notice governing the information provided, and a personal information protection statement. 

    

      

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F5437%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEByhkIjxoRBjcJc4i4M.jSv.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107074708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lmkjsqXJ4%2BO2ixzX0BV5seuUecCc5puQiCeCsvVU7P4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ask@business.tas.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F116%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEBycMswoeMTwa4_l_774.O..html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107097645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eeLCANebgQqpmpiCG%2FUmL4V9JMcY%2FGWxqL001Jj4yjI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F881%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEByA0fdXDOkwAh5RiUiKbAE.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107120349%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZISmpSYlr35xjDB4oMcFwwHE9kh%2B0%2FCDVnO8uerhSXs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F64%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEByXuSzSrWcc4KhIYpn5N7a.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107163290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pp4TLwQReUtQ7GXOj3wSbc%2FgsX37NwzgTPVfvCN60uc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F30%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEByO7HWIzhe9qq.0ki2CLQG.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107207005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=95mh%2B78wG4DW1E32ZhX9915Lrpir%2FknAJX7rDvURkSo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F30%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEByO7HWIzhe9qq.0ki2CLQG.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107207005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=95mh%2B78wG4DW1E32ZhX9915Lrpir%2FknAJX7rDvURkSo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F31%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEBySJEoA_zpmGUGHBE.9JrL.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107229347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bu6WhnLeL1srEopkIRQWYU%2FswnHIW0cWP8cJr0rF6Xc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F75%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEByHUCWY5B0Is9tkdaN5Jk2.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107141913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6HsGZubiUenrZXYLr4YFKNGvrTWAyfGuBkza1M5%2BqYQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ask@business.tas.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhost.comm.business.tas.gov.au%2Fch%2F92499%2F6wcvw%2F76%2FBtcvU2q80cMUBSy8mEByW5hUJsLoBKY0OhKwn8pI.html&data=05%7C02%7CXing.Yang%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au%7C985b0bf670094af0c79608dd207bc1ee%7C64ebab8accf44b5ca2d32b4e972d96b2%7C0%7C0%7C638702438107184892%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=46fsTGq7%2Bpj%2BX83%2Fn2MzRDBttFGIvhvsJt7OF9Q1Rrw%3D&reserved=0

