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QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

TITLE: Local Community Facilities Fund 

Updated: 22 February 2023 

Topics/issues addressed 

Local Community Facilities Fund

Talking Points: 

$14.9 million was committed to community organisations across

Tasmania during the 2021 State Election via the Local Community

Facilities Fund (LCFF).

The LCFF comprised of 255 community projects across Tasmania

within the various portfolios of Sport and Recreation, Community

Development, Veterans, Multicultural, Women and Aboriginal

Affairs.

The Department of Communities Tasmania initially administered

the Local Community Facilities Fund (LCFF).

Communities Tasmania prepared appropriate and compliant

processes to facilitate funding to each recipient via a grant deed.

LCFF commitments are now administered by the Department of

State Growth and the Department of Premier and Cabinet

following the abolition of Communities Tasmania.

Grant deeds with all LCFF recipients include terms that require

recipients to fully acquit their grant funds.
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Political Lines: 

Minister’s Office will insert 

Background and Facts 

 Following the 2021 election, the Premiers Office sent letters to all LCFF recipients 
confirming the commitment made to them and advised Communities Tasmania of the 
recipients and allocations. 

 Communities Tasmania collaborated with recipients on project details to ensure as many 
funding agreements as possible were developed in the 2020-21 financial year.

 Some projects were more complex than others meaning some funding was not disbursed 
within that year due to the recipient needs and/or compliance requirements prior to 
disbursement. 

 A further four projects were administered through the LCFF during the 2021-22 financial 
year. While these were funded separately to the LCFF, they were administered in the 
same manner for efficiency and consistency of administration. 

 The four (4) additional projects, valued at $1.4 million, were: 

o St Helens Pump Track ($500,000) 

o Replacement of the Old Bracknell Hall ($400,000) 

o Australian Rules and Heritage Museum ($250,000) 

o Kingborough Sports Centre basketball stadium upgrade ($250,000) 

 Communities Tasmania used existing grant administrational practices and policies to 

facilitate funding of LCFF recipients via Crown Law grant deed. 

 On receipt of the LCFF list, Communities Tasmania reviewed and batched the 
commitments and prioritised them into appropriate stages, broadly described as follows: 

 Not all commitments were simple, straight forward and ready to fund, with a small 
number yet to progress due to the project’s complexity and/or maturity. 
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 Sport and Recreation projects have transitioned to the Department of State Growth 

over a nine-month period as the Communities Tasmania (now DPAC) grants team 

continued to administer sport and recreation grants until the end of 2022. 
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Question Time Briefing for Minister for Sport and Recreation 
Culture, Arts and Sport 

Sitting 22-24 November 2022 
Subject: Sport and Recreation 2021 Election Commitments

Budget/Election/Reform: Helping all Tasmanians Participate in Sport and Physical 
Activity 

Updated: 28 July 2022 
Reviewed: 23 August 2022 Status: No Change

Funding Envelope: NIL 
Funded through: NA 

Current Situation 

 Sport is the lifeblood of communities across Tasmania. To get more 
Tasmanians active, regardless of where they live, their age or their 
circumstances, we are investing more to help more Tasmanians 
participate in sport and physical activity. 

 The Tasmanian Government aims to provide high quality and well-
planned sport and recreation facilities to enable Tasmanians to be 
physically active. 

 During the 2021 State Election, the Tasmanian Government made over 
150 funding commitments to benefit the sport and recreation sector, 
including assistance to build new or upgrade existing sports facilities, 
purchase much-needed equipment, or to continue vital community sport 
and recreation programs. 

TALKING POINTS 

Negotiations are continuing with the Northern Tasmanian Netball 

Association for a partnership to develop a future dedicated netball hub 

in Northern Tasmania  

 

 My Department is continuing discussions with the NTNA and Netball 

Tasmania to progress this commitment, including its alignment with 

current work through ITas to establish Stadiums Tasmania. 

 In 2021-22, we:  

o Provided $40 000 per annum to Bowls Tasmania to ensure Tasmania 

has its own team in the Bowls Premier league, additionally $40 000 

will be provided to fund the team for the following two years. 
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o Began working with Football Tasmania and its clubs on the 

$10 million upgrade to football facilities at four key locations, in 

preparation for hosting international base camps in 2023.  
 

 

o Doubled the Ticket to Play vouchers to $200 and advised sporting 

clubs and associations of the extended program.  

 

o Launched the guidelines for the Solar Power Sports Club no-interest 

loan scheme.  

 

o Delivered  the 2021-22 Improving the Playing Field Grants Program, 
with a doubling of the funding for that year.  

 

Core Background Information 
BACKGOUND 

Grants administration 

 From 1 July 2022,the Department of State Growth will administer the 
Tasmanian Government funding allocations to the sport and recreation 
sector. 

 Prior to 1 July 2022, the Communities, Sport and Recreation (CSR) 
Division within the Department of Communities Tasmania administered 
election commitment funding arrangements.  These were all in line with 
Treasurer’s Instruction and best practice grants managements, including 
formal funding agreements and monitoring and reporting arrangements. 

Facilitating grant funding commitments 

 After the 2021 State Election, a list of grant recipients to be funded 
under the Local Communities Facilities Fund (LCFF) was provided to 
CSR from the Premier’s office with the intention to provide funding to 
as many recipients as possible prior to the end of the 2020-21 financial 
year. In addition to the list provide by the Premier's Office, 
commitments were made to other grant recipients, such as those noted 
in the 'First 100 Days' made public 4 May 2021. 

 CSR worked diligently through all commitments made to the community 
. As at 28 July 2022, 117 grants have been executed, with the remaining 
commitments still being negotiated and progressed.  
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Budget Information

 Over $49 million will be distributed to more than 150 organisations 
within Tasmania’s sport and active recreation sector through the 2021 
Election commitments, including the Local Community Facilities Fund. 
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Clearances 

This information has been approved for transmission and accuracy. 
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Department of Communities Tasmania 

Question Time Briefing 
Current as at 30 May 2022 

Subject: Sport and Recreation 2021 Election 
Commitments 

Election commitment Helping all Tasmanians Participate in Sport and Physical Activity  

KEY MESSAGES  

 Sport is the lifeblood of communities across Tasmania. To get more 
Tasmanians active, regardless of where they live, their age or their 
circumstances, we are investing more to help more Tasmanians participate in 
sport and physical activity. 

 The Tasmanian Government aims to provide high quality and well-planned 
sport and recreation facilities to enable Tasmanians to be physically active. 

 During the 2021 State Election, the Tasmanian Government made over  

150 funding commitments to benefit the sport and recreation sector, 
including assistance to build new or upgrade existing sports facilities, 

purchase much-needed equipment, or to continue vital community sport and 

recreation programs. 

 

TALKING POINTS 

 In our first 30 days in office, we commenced negotiations with the Northern 
Tasmanian Netball Association for a partnership to develop a future dedicated 

netball hub in Northern Tasmania  

 

 My Department and Infrastructure Tasmania (ITas) are continuing discussions 

with the NTNA and Netball Tasmania to progress this commitment, including 

its alignment with current work through ITas to establish Stadiums Tasmania. 

 In our first 100 days in office, we:  

o Provided $40 000 per annum to Bowls Tasmania to ensure Tasmania 

has its own team in the Bowls Premier league, additionally $40 000 will 

be provided to fund the team for the following two years. 
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o Began working with Football Tasmania and its clubs on the $10 million 

upgrade to football facilities at four key locations, in preparation for 

hosting international base camps in 2023  

 
  

o We doubled the Ticket to Play vouchers to $200 and advised sporting 

clubs and associations of the extended program  

 

o Launched the guidelines for the Solar Power Sports Club no-interest 

loan scheme, that commenced as an Expressions of Interest which 

closed on 31 January 2022  

 

o Announced the opening date for applications for the 2021-22 Improving 
the Playing Field Grants Program, with a doubling of the funding for that 

year.  

 

BACKGOUND 

Grants administration 

 The Communities, Sport and Recreation (CSR) Division within the Department of 
Communities Tasmania administers election commitment funding arrangements in line with 

Treasurer’s Instruction and best practice grants managements, including formal funding 

agreements and monitoring and reporting arrangements. 

Facilitating grant funding commitments

 After the 2021 State Election, a list of grant recipients to be funded under the Local 

Communities Facilities Fund (LCFF) was provided to CSR from the Premier’s office with the 

intention to provide funding to as many recipients as possible prior to the end of the  
2020-21 financial year. In addition to the list provide by the Premier's Office, commitments 

were made to other grant recipients, such as those noted in the 'First 100 Days' made 

public 4 May 2021. 

 CSR will continue to diligently work through all commitments made to the community . As 
at 30 May 2022, the majority of these commitments are progressing through the grant 

process, with 113 grants complete and funding payments made as required in accordance 

with individual grant deed terms and conditions. 
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Budget Information 

 Over $49 million will be distributed to more than 150 organisations within Tasmania’s Sport 
and Active Recreation sector through the 2021 Election commitments, including the Local 
Community Facilities Fund. 
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