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Minister for Business, Industry and Resources =

Minister for Transport i~ i

Leader of the House ~—’
Tasmanian

Level 10, Executive Buiding, 15 Murray Street, Hobart TAS 7000
GPO Box 123, Hobart TAS 7001 Government
Phone: 03 6165 9405 | Email: Minisier.Abetz@dpac.las.gov.ay

20 June 2025

Dear

Thank you for your email of 12 June 2025 regarding Future Po
in the vicinity of Mt Arthur. | understand that your initial email wz
State Growth and further to your subsequent emai of 18 June

i ion Forest (FPPF) land
the Department of

ponding to you directly.

As you would understand Tasmania has a legal, renewablle ainable native hardwood
industry from which we source timberand fibre, includinghigh-value special species and

t be sourced from plantations and
therefore if they are not produced locallythey ne ported, at considerable cost.

Malaysia, Indonesia, the Solomon Islands,e outh America. This is a highly unfortunate trend
given the vast sustainable and ren live forest resources we have as a nation.

To support the ongoing and si nd for sustainably harvested Tasmanian native
hardwood, Sustainable Timb nia (STT) is currently undertaking a process to negotiate with
industry new supply con to .

To ensure that the
STT pause work

ontra cess is properly resourced, the Government has requested that
ication of appropriate parcels of FPPF land suitable for conversion.
This work e following conclusion of new industry contracts for both native and
plantation timb s not expected to occur until first quarter 2026. Until the work on which
parcels o may be appropriate for conversion is completed, speculation as to what
cels e brought before Parliament for consideration is just that — speculation.

e interested to know that Tasmania has the nation’s highest proportion of old growth

h 1.2 million hectares of forest in Tasmania being classified as old growth. Of this, over 1
n hectares, representing more than 85 per cent of Tasmania's old growth forest, is protected in
prehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) reserve system. Less than nine per cent
is located on Permanent Timber Production Zone (PTP2) land and available for forestry.

Of the 812,000 hectares of Permmanent Timber Production Zone (PTPZ) land in Tasmania — less
than half (approximately 45 per cent) contains native forest that can be harvested. In fact, less than
one per cent of native forest on PTPZ land is harvested in a given year. And when wood is
harvested from our native forests it is regrown as native forest. This maintains our native forest
estate in perpetuity.

In 2014, the Tasmanian Govemment introduced the Forestry (Rebuilding the Forest Industry) Act
(the Act) to secure a ‘wood bank’ to provide for future sustainable forestry production in Tasmania.
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The Act created a new land tenure known as Future Potential Production Forest (FPPF) land, which
was set aside for the forestry industry’s future use.

The Government committed at the last State election in 2024 to begin the process of unlocking
39,000 hectares of the ‘wood bank’ to increase the availability of high-quality native hardwood
sawlogs to Tasmanian sawmillers. It is estimated that this would result in up to 158,000 cubic metres
of additional high-quality sawlog being made available annually to Tasmanian sawmillers.

As noted above, the process to identify suitable parcels of FPPF land for conversion to PTPZ land
has been paused by the Government to enable the forestry sector to focus on the developmeht of
new long-term supply contracts.

Any conversion of FPPF land must be on the basis that: the State’s CAR reserve system isjpot
compromised; that there is no negative impact on Sustainable Timber Tasmania’ ifications; and
that they maximise carbon carrying capacity, fire protection and recreational o
Importantly, areas of regrowth forest with previous forest management and ro
prioritised.

re being

It is of further note that the overwhelming majority of FPPF was previouslymanaged as forestry
land.

In accordance with the requirements of the Act, changing the te z@ land parcels entails a
thorough assessment of conservation values, and balancing epvirag needs with social and
economic considerations. This important work cannot occur u @ onversion process resumes,
which is not expected to occur until late 2025 at the earli

importantly, the Act requires the acceptance of both Houses of Parliament for the conversion of
parcels from FPPF land to PTPZ land.

cel be ¢ ed to production forest, this simply means
that the area is available for harvest, and potithat all of that parcel will be harvested. As with any
parcel of production forest in Tasmania, st practices system, overseen by the independent
Forest Practices Authority, requires deration of values, including natural and cultural
matters, and planning prior to the i of suitable coupes and any future harvesting
operation. At this point, which as n above is subject to a range of checks and approvals
including requiring approval sion by both houses of Parliament, specific matters you
have raised in your question access roading and harvest methodology would be
considered. As such is ssible'to provide this detail at this time.

All forestry operations,in
Practices Cgade, @' provides for the protection of important biodiversity values. The Code
requires thre J

consider
operatio

andged in a protective manner where they may be impacted by forestry

ant arvesting activity can occur without an approved forest practices plan. Forest
ans are site-specific operational plans that describe how forestry activities must be

Forest practice plans must be prepared in accordance with the Forest Practices Code and must
describe the proposed location of roads, how the land will be restocked with trees, measures for the
protection of soils, water and cultural values, the estimated time for completion of the activities and
other details regarding the harvest operation.

Tasmania's rigorous Forest Practices System is a best-practice approach to native forestry that
ensures our industry remains sustainable and renewable.
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From: Tasmanian Government Media

Sent: Saturday, 9 August 2025 11:12 AM

To: Foster, Adam

Subject: Tasmanian Government halts access to Future Potential Production Forest wood
bank

AN

]

Felix Ellis, Liberal Member for Braddon

9 August 2025

Tasmanian Government halts ac o/Future
Potential Production Forest w i

The Tasmanian Govermment will no longegpro with making up to 40,000

hectares available for forestry from FuturesPotential Production Forest “wood

bank”.

The “wood bank” compt%@) hectares of land that was set aside to provide

for future sustainable E roduction in Tasmania.
The Govern il ead focus on maximising value from existing resources,

including\".msts, and ensuring growth in the industry through more
innov@-— and processing.

made this decision in line with community expectations and further

consultation.

The industry supports more than 5,700 direct and indirect jobs across Tasmania
and is key to Tasmania's forest firefighting response.

More than 50 per cent, or 3.43 million hectares, of Tasmania is in formal reserves.
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OFFICIAL
Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Management ‘f/- V4
Minister for Business, Industry and Resources -
Minister for Skills and Jobs e}
Level 5, 4 Salamanca Place, Parliament Square Building, Hobart TAS 7000 Tasmanian
GPO Box 123, Hobart TAS 7001 Australia Gove rn ment

Phone: +61 3 6165 7770 | Email: Minister-Elis@doac 1as Qav.au

Squadron Ener,
Bl o scope
pear [

Panama Forest. As the Minister for Business, Industry and Resource
the Premier’s behalf.

| can assure you that the Tasmanian Government is committed to the lerm, sustainable management of
our forests for multiple uses and the balance of benefits for a 2 , including for festivals and events
alongside recreation, tourism, the protection of natural an turalWalues, and sustainable timber
production.

Tasmania leads the way when it comes to balancing co on with sustainable forestry. More than 50 per
cent of the State is in formal reserves — one of the highest proportions of reserve land in the world and
significantly ahead of any other state in Austfa his includes more than 58 per cent of Tasmania’s native
forests protected in reserves, including well % per cent of old-growth forests and 99 per cent of
Tasmania’s high-quality wilderness ar

Our sustainable native forestry ri important part of the solution to ameliorate and decrease the
effect of climate change. Asar energy developer | trust you understand how important itis to use
sustainable timber over o or on intensive products.

Due to the shutdow at rest harvesting from state forests in Victoria and Western Australia, we are
seeing more har mports coming into Australia from places such as Vietnam, Indonesia, the
Solomon Islan America.

This mea arbon miles, and more timber being taken from forests in parts of the world with lower

m | standards.

restry is key to helping to reduce our carbon emissions, not only through increasing carbon
e through active forest management, but also displacing high carbon intensity products such as steel,
nd aluminium with sustainable wood and wood fibre products.

plast

As you may be aware, on 9 August 2025 the Tasmanian Government announced the decision to no longer
progress the conversion or exchange of the Future Potential Production Forest (FPPF) land, including those
FPPF lands in the vicinity of the Panama Forest. Instead, we will be focusing our efforts on maximising value
from existing resources, including private forests, and ensuring growth in the industry through more
innovative on-island processing.

Sustainable Timber Tasmania (STT) will focus on maximizing the value and productivity of Permanent Timber
Production Zone (PTPZ) lands which are set aside for the use of industry.

OFFICIAL
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