
18 Oct 2021 

 

Dear Tas Government  

Re: TasTAFE Legislation 

I would like to have had the time to do a proper review of proposed legislation but I do not have that 

luxury at the moment. Still, I would like my thoughts heard. 

 

I live in , am a sole parent of a neurodivergent child and have my own disability to live 

with. This can make study quite difficult and inaccessible at times. 

Many people with low/nil income beyond Centrelink end up living in these more rural areas and so 

transport is an issue. To that end, we are limited to what we can study by what is available either 

online or locally. This is both with TasTAFE and also with uTAS (I would have done OT at uni, to finish 

off a course I had started in NSW, however it is only available in the South and I cannot afford to 

relocate).  

To have more high level STEM courses available in Burnie, or accessible online, would be highly 

appreciated. Most of the higher level courses are either Launceston or Hobart eg higher level IT and 

accounting options. Even getting to Devonport for lower level IT is just not an option. 

Not only does that make it impossible to get decent qualifications for those of us stuck in the regions 

almost impossible but it drains the area of bright minds. We want to keep our bright sparks here. We 

want to have that knowledge in our regions to be able to enrich our towns and progress our area 

with innovation and good governance. We can’t do that without access to high level STEM courses. 

We need the Cert 4s, the Diplomas and Advanced Diplomas in these areas to be local to Burnie. At 

bare minimum, at least accessible online with occasional on-campus evening/daytime classes where 

the teacher comes to Burnie should there be some hands-on items that simply cannot be delivered 

online. 

 

Another issue with accessibility is around learning style. I find it very difficult to learn via distance 

and I thrive in person training however the classes on campus are limited and times of classes are 

also limited. So, if I’m working or if I’m carrying out parental duties, I need flexibility or more 

offerings of classes. Potentially, recording classes (without taping the students), as well as varied 

tutor times could provide potential for those of us who learn more by listening and seeing 

instructors. 

 

It would be appreciated also if neurodiverse people or those with disabilities could have a much 

extended time to complete study, even if this rolls into a few years, without having to pay to enroll 

more than once or risk only being able to attain a certificate of subjects completed.  

 

Now, to another important issue. Study in humanities and art etc are still incredibly important. They 

may not fit directly into business though, in the City of Makers, they can still provide opportunities 

for people to add a side hustle to supplement their incomes or become a full business opportunity in 

themselves. Languages are so important too as we become a more multicultural society.  

Additionally, they build networks and also encourage working with each other and to get a rounded 

understanding and increase of participation in community. We should be aiming for that.  

 



Music and dance is important to be affordable and accessible too for the healthy minds of our 

community. $35/20min lesson for piano lessons is not affordable for so many of our community to 

learn and so these are skills we cannot give to ourselves or, in turn, our children. Private dance 

companies are also expensive and expectations around competition make them unpleasant. To 

dance and to sing or play an instrument become things that enrich our lives and so this learning is 

important to help reduce depression in our region.  

One other thing that would be good to add would be government subsidised driving classes. This 

does lead to employment. 

We can’t be all business. It risks removing the heart of our communities and depressing the towns 

and regions. If we do not have life then we die. If we die then the economy dies. If the economy dies, 

no amount of business acumen will properly revive it. We are people. We are not a business.  

 

So, if this is pertinent then please use my feedback. Lets keep the minds and hearts of our regions in 

our regions by allowing and facilitating for us the full and rounded educations we desperately need.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS – I wish to commend my teacher . If not for her, I would not be getting anything 

done with my distance education. Her dedication and understanding goes above and beyond. Our 

TasTAFE teachers are simply wonderful in the opportunities and knowledge they provide us. Every 

one of them is worth so much and we need to keep every one of them and add to their number.   




