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Emissions from energy1

Emissions from the energy sector are broken 
down into the following sub-sectors: electricity 
generation, direct combustion, fugitive 
emissions, and transport. Emissions from the 
transport sub-sector are addressed in the 
Transport Emissions Reduction and Resilience 
Plan 2024-29.

Electricity generation

Due to the dominance of renewables in 
Tasmania’s electricity grid, the state has very low 
emissions from electricity generation compared 
to other jurisdictions. The latest data show 
emissions from electricity generation accounted 
for just over 1 per cent of Tasmania’s total 
emissions in 2022.1 

Non-renewable electricity sources in Tasmania: 

•	 The main source of emissions is the Tamar 
Valley Power Station (TVPS) which generates 
electricity from gas combustion.2 
	– Use of TVPS depends on a range of factors, 

such as the availability of hydro and wind 
generation, relative electricity prices 
and demand in Tasmania and Victoria, 
availability of lower priced gas on the spot 
market, and rainfall. 

•	 Diesel and petrol generators are another 
source of Tasmania’s electricity generation 
emissions:
	– Nine diesel generators operate to supply 

electricity on the Bass Strait Islands.
	– Generators are also used across Tasmania 

where electricity is not accessible from 
the network or where a back-up electricity 
supply is needed.

Tasmania imports and exports electricity to and 
from Victoria depending on power prices and 
demand. The emissions intensity of imported 
electricity is included in the scope 2 emission factor 
for Tasmanian businesses that are required to 
report their electricity consumption and associated 
emissions through the National Greenhouse and 
Energy Reporting (NGER) Scheme.

Direct Combustion

Tasmania’s direct combustion sub-sector is far 
more diverse in emissions sources than the 
electricity generation sub-sector. The latest 
data show that 5 per cent comes from gas use 
and 9 per cent is coal use through the two 
active coal mines operating in the Fingal Valley. 
The remaining sources are from liquid fuels 
including diesel, petroleum and aviation fuel 
(the volumes of some fuels are confidential and 
not reported) and bioenergy from the burning 
of organic material. 

Direct combustion accounted for 21 per cent 
of total emissions (excluding LULUCF) in 2022. 
Emissions increased by 90 kt CO2-e (approximately 
5.3 per cent) between 1990 and 2022.

Fugitive emissions

Fugitive emissions are greenhouse gases 
that are released during the extraction, 
processing and delivery of fossil fuels to 
the point of final use. Tasmania’s fugitive 
emissions are not disclosed by the Australian 
Government. However, Tasmania’s coal seams 
typically have relatively low gas content. 
This means that the fugitive emissions 
from Tasmanian coal mining operations are 
relatively insignificant and not considered 
material to Tasmania’s emissions inventory.

1	 Tasmania’s latest reported greenhouse gas emissions were released in April 2024 as part of the Australian 
Government’s National Inventory Report 2022. The Australian Government reporting framework is consistent 
with UNFCCC and Paris Agreement reporting rules. National inventory reporting runs two years behind the 
current date, and represents the most recent official data in Australia on annual emissions.	

2	 Australia’s National Greenhouse Accounts, Paris Agreement Inventory 2022 and ReCFIT calculations.
3	 There are some methane emissions associated with Hydro Tasmania’s dams. These emissions are 

accounted for as part of the LULUCF sector.

6 Energy Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | Tasmania’s energy sector
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New commitments to reduce emissions and  
build resilience in the energy sector

The Tasmanian Government has committed to 
deliver several key new initiatives:

•	 Develop information and resources to support 
improving energy efficiency in Tasmanian 
households, with a focus on supporting 
landlords to improve energy efficiency in 
rental properties.

•	 Work with partners to support households to 
make informed decisions about reducing or 
electrifying their gas and other fossil fuel use.

•	 Work with partners to deliver workshops for 
community sector professionals to assist 
vulnerable clients to manage their energy use 
and power bills.

We recognise the importance of ensuring our 
Tasmanian communities are supported and 
benefit from action to decarbonise the energy 
sector. For example, reducing our reliance 
on fossil fuels can lead to improved energy 
efficiency, which will reduce the impacts from 
climate hazards by keeping people healthy and 
safe during times of cold and extreme weather. 
Better energy efficiency will also help Tasmanians 
save costs on their energy bills, helping to relieve 
cost of living pressures.

Given Tasmania’s major industrials are large 
energy users, two new initiatives will play an 
important role in supporting the transition to low 
emissions for both the energy and IPPU sectors:

•	 Map the strategic transition requirements for 
Tasmanian businesses to reduce emissions 
from their energy use and industrial 
processes to support government and 
industry to plan for the transition.

•	 Expand the current engagement with 
Tasmanian major industrial businesses to 
support our large emitters to reduce emissions 
and achieve their decarbonisation plans.

We will also continue to progress a range of 
existing initiatives, particularly to develop new 
renewable electricity generation in the state. 
These initiatives will support electrification 
and emissions reduction in our industries, 
transport system, homes, and businesses. 
Initiatives include:

•	 Implementing Tasmania’s Renewable 
Energy Action Plan and Renewable 
Hydrogen Action Plan.

•	 Progressing Marinus Link and the North West 
Transmission Developments will support new 
energy generation in Tasmania by increasing 
interconnection between Tasmania and the 
National Electricity Market.

•	 Implementing the Renewable Energy 
Approvals Pathway to streamline 
regulatory approval processes for 
renewable energy projects.

•	 Developing a framework for a coordinated 
approach to renewable energy development 
and an alternative option for transmission 
delivery through a renewable energy zone. 

•	 Establishing a compensation framework 
for landholders impacted by renewable 
energy projects.

•	 Implementing the Tasmanian Renewable 
Energy Coordination Framework (RECF) which 
sets out actions to prepare for growth in 
renewable energy required to achieve the 
Tasmanian Renewable Energy Target (TRET), 
including exploring regional community 
benefit schemes.

•	 Establishing a Green Hydrogen Hub in 
Bell Bay, to support investment in shared 
infrastructure such as port facilities, water 
supply and electricity network, and the 
activation of a domestic market.

10 Energy Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | New commitments to reduce emissions and build resilience in the energy sector
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We will also seek to maximise the opportunities 
for Tasmania by working with the Australian 
Government on a range of national initiatives, 
including:

•	 Capacity Investment Scheme which will 
provide, through a Renewable Energy 
Transformation Agreement, underwriting 
support for new renewable energy and 
dispatchable capacity projects in Tasmania.

•	 Safeguard Mechanism requiring Australia’s 
highest greenhouse gas emitting facilities 
(including six Tasmanian facilities) to keep their 
emissions below an emissions limit (baseline).

•	 Sectoral Decarbonisation Plans, which are 
aimed at providing granular analysis of 
Australia’s emissions reduction pathways, 
and the role of each sector in supporting 
Australia’s transition to net zero.

•	 Rewiring the Nation, which includes a 
negotiated commitment to provide low-cost 
finance to Marinus Link and the North West 
Transmission Development. 

•	 The National Energy Transformation 
Partnership, which aims to provide a 
framework for national alignment and 
cooperative action by governments to 
support the smooth transformation of 
Australia’s energy sector.

•	 The National Hydrogen Strategy, which 
provides a framework to guide Australia’s 
production, use and export of hydrogen.

•	 The National Energy Workforce Strategy to 
build the skills and capability we need to reach 
net zero emissions by 2050.

•	 The Community Batteries for Household 
Solar program. 

Supporting business and 
industry to reduce emissions,  
transition to lower emissions 
and build resilience

We have developed Tasmania’s Emissions 
Reduction and Resilience Roadmap 2024-29 to 
show the links between all sectoral plans and 
Tasmania’s first statewide climate change risk 
assessment. 

There are common challenges and opportunities 
across all sectors in Tasmania. As part of the 
Roadmap we will introduce:

•	 Climate Change Business Innovation Grant 
Program to support businesses to take 
action on climate change, focusing on local 
innovation, collaboration and partnerships.

•	 Business and Industry Climate Change 
Innovation Forum to showcase the 
innovative work underway across Tasmania, 
provide information about emerging 
opportunities and risks, and encourage 
networking and information sharing 
between sectors.

•	 Climate Change Champions Program to 
recognise innovative, best practice climate 
action across all sectors.

•	 Climate Reporting Support Program to 
support small- to medium-sized businesses 
to better understand climate-related risks 
to meet changing regulatory and market 
demands, including measuring and reporting 
on their emissions.

These cross-sectoral opportunities have been 
identified based on feedback from consultation 
on all sectoral plans.

See Tasmania’s Emissions Reduction and Resilience 
Roadmap 2024-29 for more information.

Energy Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | New commitments to reduce emissions and build resilience in the energy sector 11
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About this Plan

This Plan for the energy sector focuses on 
Tasmania’s major sources of energy emissions, as 
described under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
reporting framework. 

The scope of this energy Plan includes 
emissions from the following sub-sectors: 
electricity generation, direct combustion, and 
fugitive emissions. The transport sub-sector 
is accounted for in a separate Plan due to 
the significance of that sub-sector. Tasmania 
already has low emissions from its electricity 
generation due to our hydro-electric and wind 
resources. The primary source of emissions 
for the energy sector is direct combustion of a 
range of emissions-intensive fuels such as coal, 
gas, agricultural waste, and liquid fuels, which 
continue to be used in the state.

Due to the nature of the energy sector and 
the UNFCCC reporting framework, there is 
significant overlap between the energy and 
industrial processes and product use (IPPU) 
sectors. Emissions associated with the stationary 
energy and combustion of fossil fuels used in 
industrial production processes are accounted 
for in the energy sector, while the emissions from 
the processes themselves are accounted for in 
the IPPU sector. For many of Tasmania’s major 
industrial facilities the current opportunities 
to reduce emissions from their processes and 
product use are limited and costly. Transitioning 
their energy use to renewables will therefore be 
a significant opportunity for these businesses to 
reduce their emissions.

This Plan also includes ways we can build 
resilience to the impacts of climate change on 
our energy sector, and how the sector can be 
supported in the transition to net zero. This Plan 
aims to ensure Tasmania’s energy sector and 
businesses can continue to operate successfully 
in the changing environment.

Work is underway, both nationally and at a 
state level, to support the energy sector to 
decarbonise, with a key focus on supporting 
the development of new renewable energy 
generation. This Plan aims to complement and 
build on that work to ensure Tasmania’s changing 
energy needs can be met with renewables. 

Actions also focus on areas such as barriers 
for customers to adopt renewable alternatives, 
improving energy efficiency, and driving action 
through partnerships and collaboration. The 
Australian Government has recently introduced 
the Safeguard Mechanism which will impact six 
Tasmanian facilities. Supporting these businesses 
to achieve their decarbonisation goals, including 
through alternative energy sources, will be 
important for Tasmania to reduce our emissions 
and continue to grow our economy.

While options such as electrification are available 
now, many renewable alternatives are emerging 
technologies and not yet available or being 
produced at sufficient scale. A flexible approach 
has been adopted to ensure the diverse needs of 
all Tasmanian energy users are met and that we 
can make the most of opportunities presented 
by existing and emerging technologies. The 
new actions in this Plan have been designed in 
collaboration with our businesses, industry, and 
key government departments to ensure they align 
with existing commitments and our renewable 
energy and emissions reduction goals. 

12 Energy Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | About this Plan
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Targets

Tasmanian Government

•	 Tasmania has an economy-wide target of 
net zero emissions, or lower, from 2030. This 
target recognises the risks to Tasmania’s 
current net zero status, for example from 
major bushfires, which could change our 
emissions profile by reducing the carbon sink 
in our forests.

•	 Tasmanian Renewable Energy Target to reach 
150 per cent renewable electricity generation 
by 2030, and 200 per cent by 2040. This 
means that by 2040 Tasmania will produce 
21,000 GWh of electricity, twice as much as its 
2020 baseline. 

•	 The Tasmanian Renewable Hydrogen Action 
Plan sets out a vision for Tasmania to become 
a leader in large-scale renewable hydrogen 
production and from 2030 to be a significant 
global supplier of renewable hydrogen for 
export and domestic use.

National targets

•	 The Australian Government has legislated an 
emissions reduction target of 43 per cent by 
2030 and net zero emissions by 2050.

•	 The Australian Government has set a target 
to deliver 82 per cent renewables into the 
grid by 2030.

Government business targets

•	 Hydro Tasmania, as part of its Toward Net Zero 
Plan, has set a target of net zero scope 1 and 
2 emissions, and quantification and tracking of 
scope 3 emissions from 1 June 2025.

Industry targets

•	 Grange Resources, the owner of the Port 
Latta iron ore pellet plant and Savage River 
iron ore mine, has targets to reduce emissions 
by 50 per cent by 2030 and net zero scope 
1 and 2 emissions by 2035. 

•	 Norske Skog has committed to achieve net 
zero greenhouse gas emission by 2050, and 
a 55 per cent reduction in CO2 emissions per 
tonne of paper by 2030 from a 2015 baseline. 

•	 Cement Australia is committed to achieving a 
carbon reduction of 40 per cent by 2030 and 
net zero emissions by 2050. 

•	 Rio Tinto, the owner of Bell Bay Aluminium, 
is committed to a 15 per cent reduction in 
emissions by 2025, 50 per cent by 2030 and 
net zero by 2050. Achieving these targets will 
require short–term changes in processes, 
medium-term actions such as transitioning 
to renewable fuels and electric vehicles, and 
long‑term transitioning to new technologies 
as they become commercially available for 
the sector. 

•	 GFG Alliance, the owner of Liberty Bell Bay 
ferromanganese plant, has a goal to become 
carbon neutral by 2030. 

Energy Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | About this Plan 15
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To best address the challenges for these 
emerging industries, actions are focused on  
financial and regulatory support, and 
mechanisms to help create demand and 
accelerate development. For example, providing 
support to access the Australian Government’s 
Future Made in Australia initiatives under the 

National Interest Framework. Tasmania already 
has a significant amount of work underway 
to increase renewable energy generation. We 
will continue to consider current policies and 
regulations, any potential gaps, and what will 
work best in the unique Tasmanian context. 

Case study

Renewable Energy Zones (REZ)

REZ is a delivery model that will allow the 
state to build the significant amount of 
new transmission and generation required 
to achieve the Tasmanian Renewable 
Energy Target, in the most coordinated 
way. A REZ model seeks to manage social 
licence risks, ensure new infrastructure is 
minimised, and ultimately ensure that the 
lowest cost new electricity is delivered for 
customers in the state.

The Tasmanian Government has 
undertaken extensive work in the north 
west of Tasmania to identify the best areas 
to host renewable energy zones in the 
region. This work includes complementary 
network developments (principally the 
North West Transmission Development), 
spatial (locational) assessment of the 
suitability of local land to host renewables, 
market design analysis, and a range of 
community engagement activities.

The government has also released draft 
legislation for REZ for public consultation. 
The proposed framework will allow the 
government to declare suitable areas of 
Tasmania as REZ and for a custom legislative 
framework to then apply, particularly with 
respect to how the critical transmission is 
built and who funds it. Under a REZ model, 
a regional community benefit scheme will 
also be established to ensure the returns of 
renewable energy development are shared 
with local communities. 

The government will consider all feedback 
received on the Proposed North West 
REZ and draft legislation from a range 
of key stakeholders, including industry, 
our government energy businesses, peak 
bodies and the community, and determine 
next steps for REZ in Tasmania.Rele
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Case study

Tasmania’s Risk Assessment for Climate Change 2024 – risks and opportunities 
for Tasmania’s energy sector

Tasmania’s Risk Assessment for Climate 
Change 2024 (the Risk Assessment) is the 
first comprehensive statewide climate 
change risk assessment undertaken for our 
state. It provides analysis of climate-related 
hazards and influences in Tasmania. The 
Risk Assessment assesses the interaction 
with exposures, vulnerabilities and 
responses across all parts of Tasmania.

The Risk Assessment identifies the following 
risks and opportunities for Tasmania’s 
energy sector in the transition to a low 
emissions economy, and as our climate 
continues to change:
•	 opportunity to improve financial 

wellbeing, and health and wellbeing 
through energy efficient housing for 
low‑income households

•	 risks and opportunities related to 
renewable energy development

•	 risks to social cohesion, and health and 
wellbeing due to existing services being 
insufficient to meet the needs of a growing 
population (driven by renewable energy 
development and new industries that 
support emissions reduction in Tasmania).

The Risk Assessment also noted some 
additional opportunities for Tasmania 
which are a lower priority for further 

action in the next five years, though 
continual monitoring is suggested. 
These include opportunities to increase 
skills and employment with renewable 
energy development and new industries, 
increased economic growth through 
renewable energy supply, and improved 
flexibility within electricity infrastructure. 

The Risk Assessment identifies four key 
areas considered to be critical as part of any 
adaptation response:
•	 state-level coordination for local efforts
•	 co-ordination across strategies to 

address the intersection of climate 
change and health and wellbeing 

•	 education is vital to successful climate 
adaptation and increased resilience for 
future generations

•	 development of, and investment in, 
additional data collection is required 
to better inform risk based decision 
making.

Further information on government action 
to address the risks and opportunities for 
Tasmania is in the government’s formal 
response to the Risk Assessment, available 
on the ReCFIT website: recfit.tas.gov.au/
cc-risk-assessment 

Energy Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | We will build resilience to the impacts of climate change 41
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Case study

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Tasmanian Government  
and Rio Tinto Aluminium (Bell Bay)

•	 The Tasmanian Government has 
fostered a strong and ongoing working 
relationship with Bell Bay Aluminium 
(BBA), the largest consumer of electricity 
within the state. BBA continuously draws 
around 335 megawatts and accounts for 
more than 25 per cent of Tasmanian grid 
demand.

•	 In 2022, the Tasmanian government 
and BBA signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) which aims to 
secure long-term economic growth for 
our state, increase employment and 
secure a clean energy future. 

•	 The MOU aligns with the 200 per cent 
Renewable Energy Target by 2040, using 
existing renewable energy capacity and 
the investigation of potential future 
green energy production. The MOU’s 
seven focus areas for investigation are:
	– decarbonising the Tasmanian 

Economy
	– certainty over the future of BBA

	– investment in new, high-impact 
industries

	– demand-side flexibility
	– an orderly sequence of investment in 

new renewables generation
	– a low cost of energy (over its lifetime) 

for new energy generation
	– affordable transmission 

infrastructure.
•	 Since signing the MOU, the government 

and BBA have worked collaboratively on 
a range of objectives, including pursuing 
decarbonisation of BBA’s smelters 
and exploring uptake of innovative 
technologies to support operations at 
the Bell Bay site.

Energy Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | We will drive action through partnerships and collaboration 45
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New commitments to reduce emissions and  
build resilience in the IPPU sector 

The Tasmanian Government has committed to 
deliver several key initiatives to reduce emissions 
and build resilience in the IPPU sector:
•	 Partner with research organisations and 

cooperative research centres (CRCs) to 
fund the development of low emissions 
technologies for the IPPU sector.

•	 Partner with industry and research 
institutions to deliver industry roundtable 
meetings with Tasmanian businesses, peak 
industry bodies, government and research 
organisations that focus on specific issues and 
barriers for the sector to reduce emissions.

•	 Map the strategic transition requirements for 
Tasmanian businesses to reduce emissions 
from their energy use and industrial 
processes to support government and 
industry to plan for the transition.

We will also increase our collaboration and 
coordination across government to:

•	 Expand the current engagement with 
industry through the Tasmanian Advanced 
Manufacturing Action Plan 2028 and 
continue to support existing Memoranda 
of Understanding with Tasmanian major 
industrial businesses to support our large 
emitters to reduce emissions and achieve 
their decarbonisation plans.

•	 Increase support for Tasmanian businesses 
to access funding through existing Australian 
Government schemes.

These actions will build on existing 
commitments, including:

•	 Funding of $450,000 for the Advanced 
Manufacturing Productivity Grant Program, 
providing grants of up to $20,000 to 
undertake a variety of productivity enhancing 
activities such as obtaining accreditations 
and expert advice and developing staff and 
business skills.

•	 Funding of $1 million for the Advanced 
Manufacturing Accelerating Growth Grants 
program, providing grants of up to $100,000 
to Tasmanian manufacturing businesses.

•	 Financial support for nationally recognised 
training and other support to deliver training 
for individuals and businesses through the 
$12.6 million Building a Skilled Workforce Fund 
2024-25.

•	 Funding of $80,000 to the Tasmanian 
Minerals, Manufacturing and Energy 
Council (TMEC) to operate the Tasmanian 
Manufacturing Centre of Excellence and 
maintain skills development programs.

•	 Supporting improved management of 
construction and demolition material waste 
to support circular supply chains, through 
the Waste Management and Resource 
Recovery Board’s $3.5 million High Priority 
Infrastructure Grant program.

We will also seek to maximise the 
opportunities for Tasmania through relevant 
Australian Government initiatives, including 
the development of the national sectoral 
decarbonisation plan for the industrial sector. 

8 IPPU Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | New commitments to reduce emissions and build resilience in the IPPU sector 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



About this Plan

This Plan for the IPPU sector focuses on 
Tasmania’s major sources of industrial emissions, 
as described under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) reporting framework. Emissions 
from the IPPU sector include direct emissions 
from a range of chemical processes used to 
manufacture products, in addition to the use of 
synthetic greenhouse gases and fossil fuels for 
non‑energy purposes. 

This Plan focuses on the largest IPPU emissions 
sources for Tasmania. The majority of Tasmania’s 
IPPU emissions are from the manufacture of 
metals and minerals, followed by the use of 
synthetic greenhouse gases such as HFCs and 
SF6. The Australian Government is responsible 
for the phase-out of HFCs under the Montreal 
Protocol. The remaining sub-sectors combined 
make up less than 1 per cent of total IPPU 
emissions. 

Due to the nature of the IPPU sector and the 
UNFCCC reporting framework, there is significant 
overlap between the IPPU and energy sectors. 
Emissions associated with the stationary energy 
and combustion of fossil fuels used in industrial 
production processes are accounted for in the 
energy sector, while the emissions from the 
processes themselves are accounted for in the 
IPPU sector.

This Plan also considers how we can build 
resilience to the impacts of climate change on 
the IPPU sector and how the sector can be 
supported in the transition to net zero as global 
markets evolve. Examples include how the 
IPPU sector will adapt to changing consumer 
preferences for sustainable materials, and the 
pathway to transition the sector to decarbonise 
and be more resilient to the impacts of extreme 
weather events. 

The Tasmanian Government has a range of 
actions underway to assist the manufacturing 
industry to continue developing sustainably in 
Tasmania, including increasing renewable energy 
generation, developing the ability to produce 
green hydrogen, and funding peak bodies that 
represent and support businesses. 

This Plan will guide additional strategic 
investment over the next five years. We will work 
with industry and the Australian Government 
to access existing and future national funding 
to support this transition. The Australian 
Government has committed to support the 
transition of industry through the Future Made 
in Australia Innovation Fund. This fund includes 
$1.7 billion over 10 years to build a green metals 
and low carbon liquid fuels industry in Australia. 
As part of reforms to the Safeguard Mechanism, 
the Australian Government also announced 
the Powering the Regions Fund (PRF) to support 
industry to decarbonise. The PRF includes 
streams of funding dedicated to supporting 
regional industrial facilities, primarily steel, 
cement, lime aluminum, and alumina industries. 

The new actions in this Plan have been designed 
in collaboration with business, industry, 
peak bodies, research organisations and key 
government departments to ensure they align 
with and complement the Tasmanian Advanced 
Manufacturing Action Plan 2028 and existing 
national commitments. 
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Potential emissions reduction from the IPPU sector

The 2021 Tasmanian Emissions Pathway 
Review identified a total of 26 opportunities 
for emissions reduction in Tasmania. These 
opportunities were assessed based on their 
achievability against economic considerations, 
technical feasibility and government policy. 

Three opportunities for the IPPU sector were 
identified as having low achievability due to 
the time to conduct the necessary research, 
development and commercialisation, and 
high implementation costs. They were not 
included in the “best-fit” emissions reduction 
pathway for Tasmania.3 

The estimated emissions reduction of these 
opportunities, if they become technically and 
economically feasible over the coming years as 
a result of ongoing research, development and 
investment, are outlined on the next page.

The Emissions Pathway Review also identified 
the use of alternative lower emissions 
materials, such as wood in construction, as 
an opportunity to reduce emissions in both 
scope 1 and scope 3 emissions for Tasmania’s 
IPPU sector. This opportunity can reduce 
emissions by substituting timber for more 
emissions-intensive locally produced or 
imported products. The estimated annual 
abatement by 2050 was 0.21 (Mt CO2-e). While 
there are opportunities to displace the use of 
some emissions-intensive products in building 

and construction, products such as steel 
and cement remain essential to the building 
and construction industry, and these heavy 
industries are critical to Tasmania’s economy. It 
is important that this opportunity is considered 
in the context of supporting the transition of 
Tasmania’s emissions-intensive industries as low 
emissions technologies become available.

This opportunity could be considered through 
a future funding priority area to implement 
sustainability accreditation for government 
infrastructure projects, and include climate 
change consideration in government decision 
making, which would support more sustainable 
materials in government construction projects. 
Existing policy includes the Tasmanian Wood 
Encouragement Policy, which was launched in 
2017 and ensures sustainably-sourced wood 
is considered where feasible in Tasmanian 
Government procurement, particularly for new 
buildings and refurbishment projects. 

New initiatives in this Plan focus on supporting 
research and development into low emissions 
production of metals and minerals, including 
aluminium, ferromanganese and cement, through 
collaboration with research institutions and CRCs. 
The focus is on research and development into 
opportunities that were identified as medium- to 
long-term, although have a combined greater 
abatement potential for Tasmania. 

3	 For more information see the 2021 Update of Tasmania’s Emissions Pathway Review – technical report prepared for the Tasmanian 
Climate Change Office by Point Advisory and Indufor: recfit.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/492093/Tasmanian_
Emissions_Pathway_Review_-_Technical_Report.pdf 
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Estimating the impact of the IPPU Plan  
on our emissions and resilience

This Plan includes existing, new and future 
actions to support the uptake of the best-fit 
emissions reduction opportunities for Tasmania. 
Many of the actions aim to ensure Tasmania’s 
major industrial businesses have access to the 
information and tools they need to support 
the uptake of low emissions technologies and 
practices, and build resilience. Encouraging 
action through partnerships and collaboration 
aims to improve the way we collaborate across 
government and industry, and can support 
industry to achieve their decarbonisation plans.

Partnerships and collaboration such as these are 
essential to ensuring Tasmania’s industry have the 
confidence to invest in low emissions technologies 
and make changes to their business operations. 
By their nature, these types of initiatives may not 
deliver direct emission reductions or increased 
resilience. They will instead drive reductions 
indirectly by supporting Tasmanian businesses 
and industries to make changes.

Photo: Rudi de Beer
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Case study

Risks and opportunities for Tasmania’s IPPU sector 

Tasmania’s Risk Assessment for Climate 
Change 2024 is the first comprehensive 
statewide climate change risk assessment 
undertaken for our state. It provides 
analysis of climate-related hazards and 
influences in Tasmania. It assesses the 
interaction with exposures, vulnerabilities 
and responses across all parts of the state.

The Risk Assessment does not identify any 
specific risks and opportunities for the IPPU 
sector. However, many of the cross-cutting 
risks and opportunities will be significant 
for Tasmania’s industrial businesses in the 
transition to a low emissions economy, and 
as our climate continues to change. Key 
risks include:
•	 risks to businesses and public 

organisations due to supply chain costs 
as organisations adjust to a low carbon 
economy.

•	 risks to the insurability of businesses, 
and public and private assets.

•	 risks and opportunities for business 
through the implementation of new 
technology to reduce emissions. 

The Risk Assessment also notes the risks 
and opportunities for the IPPU sector 
associated with the development of a green 
hydrogen industry in Tasmania. There is an 
opportunity for its application in cement and 
steel production, although this will further 
increase demand for renewable energy.

The Risk Assessment identifies four key 
areas considered to be critical as part of any 
adaptation response:

•	 state-level coordination for local efforts
•	 coordination across strategies to address 

the intersection of climate change and 
health and wellbeing 

•	 education is vital to successful climate 
adaptation and increased resilience for 
future generations

•	 development of, and investment in, 
additional data collection is required to 
better inform risk‑based decision making.

Further information on government action 
to address the risks and opportunities for 
Tasmania is in the government’s response 
to the Risk Assessment, available on the 
ReCFIT website: recfit.tas.gov.au/cc-risk-
assessment

IPPU Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | We will build resilience to the impacts of climate change 33
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Case study

Collaboration to investigate emissions reduction opportunities for  
emissions intensive industries

The Heavy Industry Low-Carbon Transition 
Cooperative Research Centre (HILT CRC) 
supports collaboration between industry, 
research, and government to deliver 
industry-led research programs to de-risk 
technology pathways that decarbonise 
heavy industry.

In 2023, Grange Resources and a number 
of other industry and research partners 
started a project assessing how a regional 
hydrogen hub approach, bringing together 
hydrogen producers and users in a single 
location, can reduce costs through shared 
infrastructure and economies of scale. 
While hydrogen is considered an essential 
element of the transition to a low-carbon 
economy, there are major challenges to 
commercially sustainable, reliable hydrogen 
production and delivery.

The project created a detailed cost 
estimation framework for hydrogen supply 
across six key industrial hubs aligned to 
HILT’s core industry partners, including 
Grange Resources. This framework factors 

in regional differences in renewable energy 
availability, hydrogen production costs, 
storage and transportation infrastructure.

The project found that green hydrogen 
(produced using renewable energy) costs 
varied significantly across regions due to 
geographic factors such as labour costs, 
the distance between hydrogen production 
sites and end users, and renewable 
resource availability. Demand had minimal 
impact on green hydrogen costs, but for 
blue hydrogen, costs were significantly 
influenced by production scale and location-
specific factors. (Blue hydrogen is hydrogen 
produced using natural gas.)

Tasmanian hydrogen prices were attractive 
compared to other hubs assessed in 
the project. The project provided an 
opportunity to share knowledge, expertise 
and resources and resulted in key learnings 
and insights. The outcomes of the project 
are particularly relevant to Grange 
Resources, which is considering converting 
its vertical shaft furnaces to hydrogen.

IPPU Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | We will drive action through partnerships and collaboration 37
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Tasmania's land use, land use change and 
forestry (LULUCF) sector

Tasmania’s forests and 
forestry production

In 2021, Tasmania had over 3 million hectares of 
native forest and 282,000 hectares of commercial 
hardwood (eucalypt) and softwood (radiata 
pine) plantations. Of the total native forest 
area, 1.255 million hectares is in conservation 
and public reserves, 812,000 hectares is on 
permanent timber production zone land, and 
833,000 hectares is on private freehold land. 

Tasmania’s forestry industry plays an important 
role in the state’s economy and provides direct 
and indirect employment in regional areas. The 
aim of the Strategic Growth Plan for Tasmanian 
Forests, Fine Timber and Wood Fibre Industry is to 
grow the industry value-add to $1.2 billion in real 
terms by 2036.

In 2022-23, Tasmanian forests produced a total 
of over 3.7 million tonnes of wood fibre. Nearly 
79 per cent of this came from plantations. The 
main product from Tasmania’s plantation forests 
is pulpwood, but a growing and increasingly 
important product is high quality sawlogs.

Production forests in Tasmania are managed 
to supply a wide range of wood products to 
local and overseas customers, including high 
and low-quality sawlogs, high grade domestic 
peeler logs, special species timbers, pulpwood 
and firewood. These forests also support other 
commercial activities, such as bee keeping and 
tourism ventures, as well as recreational activities. 
Speciality timbers make up a minor but important 
component of the native forest harvest.

Emissions from the  
LULUCF sector

According to the latest emissions data included 
in Australia’s National Greenhouse Accounts for 
2022, emissions from Tasmania’s LULUCF sector 
were minus 12.51 megatonnes (Mt) of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (CO2-e), which is a reduction of 
211 per cent on 1990 levels.1 

The decrease in LULUCF emissions from 1990 
to 2022 has largely been driven by reductions in 
native forest harvesting on private land, lower 
rates of clearing and conversion of forested 
lands to other land uses, and increases in carbon 
sequestration from post-harvesting regeneration 
of forests, hardwood and softwood plantations, 
environmental plantings and regrowth of 
previously cleared lands.

The LULUCF sector has been a net carbon 
sink for each year since 2012 and offsets the 
emissions from all other sectors.

1	 Tasmania’s latest reported greenhouse gas emissions were 
released in April 2024 as part of the Australian Government’s 
National Inventory Report 2022. The Australian Government 
reporting framework is consistent with UNFCCC and Paris 
Agreement reporting rules. National inventory reporting runs 
two years behind the current date, and represents the most 
recent official data in Australia on annual emissions.
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About this Plan

We recognise the importance of taking 
a practical, holistic and systems-based 
approach to developing the Plans. This Plan 
focuses on Tasmania’s major carbon sources 
and sequestration from land management 
practices, land use conversions, and forestry 
activities, as outlined under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) reporting framework. Australia 
uses this framework to monitor and report 
our greenhouse gas emissions and meet our 
international reporting obligations.

This Plan for the LULUCF sector focuses 
on the emissions that come directly from 
human‑induced activities, land and forest 
management practices, and changes of land use 
that impact the carbon stored in vegetation and 
soils across the landscape.

Due to the nature of the LULUCF sector and 
the UNFCCC reporting framework, there is 
significant overlap between forestry activities 
and other sectors, in particular the agriculture 
sector. Farmers and agri-businesses are major 
land managers in Tasmania, as are forest and 
plantation managers.

Emissions from the use of forestry machinery are 
accounted for in the energy sector and emissions 
from vehicles are reported in the transport 
sub‑sector. These emissions are considered as 
part of the energy and transport Plans, rather 
than in this Plan.

The substitution of emissions-intensive building 
materials with locally sourced timber alternatives 
provides a significant opportunity to reduce 
emissions in Tasmania, and in Australian 
and overseas markets where our long-life 
wood products are exported and used. The 
emissions from fossil fuels used to manufacture 
building materials in Tasmania and used by the 
construction industry are accounted for in the 
energy sector. The reduction in emissions from 
the substitution of more emissions intensive 
building materials with long-life wood products 
will be reported in the energy sector. However, 
the LULUCF sector will play an important role in 
enabling this opportunity. 

This Plan considers how to increase the carbon 
stored in our forests, and support the LULUCF 
sector to manage the risks and make the most 
of the opportunities in the global transition to a 
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lower emissions economy. It also considers the 
role the sector can play in reducing emissions in 
other sectors by using wood products, and how 
we can build resilience to the impacts of climate 
change on our forests, wetlands and human 
settlements.

The Tasmanian Government has a range of 
policies and programs in place to sustainably 
grow the LULUCF sector, in line with the 
government’s target to grow the industry 
value‑add to $1.2 billion in real terms by 2036. 
The government is supporting further growth 
of the forest and forest products industry by 
extending the On-island Processing Program 
with $5 million of additional funding. 

We have also committed $600,000 for Private 
Forests Tasmania to deliver the Stems for CO2 
program, $250,000 for the Carbon Farming 
Advice Rebate Pilot Program and $900,000 to 
expand the Landcare Action Grants to include 
carbon farming projects.

The Australian Government has committed 
over $63 million over ten years to implement 
the Agriculture and Land Decarbonisation 
Plan, including investment in research and 
development, providing information, resources 
and extension activities, and improving 
greenhouse gas accounting for the agriculture 
and land sectors at both the farm level and 
national inventory level.

The Australian Government has also allocated 
$73.76 million over four years for the Support 
Plantation Establishment Program to establish 
new long-rotation softwood and hardwood 
forestry plantations in Australia and $10 million 
over four years for the Forestry Workforce 
Training Program. Up to $110 million in grant 
funding is available through the Accelerate 
Adoption of Wood Processing Innovation 
Program to support our forest and wood 
processing and products sectors.

The Tasmanian Government is working with 
the Australian Government to support the 
consideration of the unique challenges and 
opportunities for Tasmania in these programs. 

Our Plan to reduce emissions and build 
resilience in the LULUCF sector is made up of 
five focus areas:

We will improve the 
data, information and 
knowledge needed to 
drive change.

We will support practices 
and technologies that will 
reduce emissions and 
increase carbon storage.

We will support the 
sector in the transition 
to a lower emissions 
economy.

We will build resilience 
to the impacts of climate 
change.

We will drive action 
through partnerships 
and collaboration.

LULUCF Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | About this Plan 11
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Next steps

Implementation

Some actions in this Plan are fully funded and 
ready to implement and some are already 
underway. Other opportunities require 
additional funding from different levels of 
government before they can be progressed. 
These opportunities are labelled ‘future 
funding priorities’. The status of each action is 
identified in this Plan.

Reporting

Every year, we will prepare and table in 
Parliament:

•	 a climate change activity statement, showing 
the status of each sectoral Plan and actions in 
the Action Plan 

•	 a greenhouse gas emissions report detailing 
Tasmania’s emissions for each sector.

Monitoring and review

We will determine whether actions in this Plan 
have been effective by monitoring and evaluating 
individual actions. Monitoring will be based on 
the approach identified for each of the actions. 
Evaluation methods will vary, as they will be 
tailored for each action.

The Tasmanian Government is committed to a 
co-ordinated, whole-of-government response 
to climate change. Together with the Action 
Plan and the delivery of Tasmania’s first 
statewide climate change risk assessment, the 
development of the sector-based Plans is a 
strategic priority for the government that will be 
delivered in consultation with business, industry 
and portfolio ministers.

We recognise that there is significant overlap 
between transport and other sectors, 
and that there are parts of Tasmania’s 
communities, businesses and industries that 
may not be covered by the sector-based Plans.

The development of all Plans and Tasmania's 
first statewide climate change risk assessment 
is expected to be completed by November 
2024. At that point, we will analyse the priorities 
and actions in the Plans, the most up-to-date 
information about our emissions and future 
climate, and other resources, to identify gaps 
and opportunities for the development of 
Tasmania’s next climate change action plan.

The Plans are to be updated at least every 
five years.

Engagement with business, 
industry and the community

We will continue to engage with key partners 
and the community on the development and 
implementation of future opportunities as 
required.

We will keep stakeholders and the community 
informed through the Climate Change Office 
website, newsletter and social media.

We encourage you to sign up for our newsletter 
through our website: recfit.tas.gov.au/cc_
newsletter and follow the Tasmanian Climate 
Change Office on Facebook to stay informed about 
opportunities to participate in relevant programs.
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About this Plan

The Plan for the waste sector focuses on 
Tasmania’s major sources of waste emissions, as 
described under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
reporting framework. The main emissions 
sources are from the disposal of organic 
waste (such as food and garden waste, paper 
and cardboard) in landfills, and wastewater 
treatment. This Plan also considers other 
high-emissions waste streams such as building 
and construction waste, end-of-life tyres, and 
disposal of products that contain synthetic 
greenhouse gases.

This Plan considers how we can build resilience to 
the impacts of climate change on waste streams 
and waste management systems, and how the 
sector can be supported in the transition to net 
zero as global markets evolve.

Although not always directly accounted for in 
the waste sector under the UNFCCC reporting 
framework, broader waste and resource recovery 
initiatives can reduce our emissions along supply 
chains. All sector-based plans consider waste 
management and resource efficiency in the 
relevant context. For example, the agriculture 
and forestry industries send very small 
proportions of their organic waste to landfill. 
Some actions in the waste sector Plan will be 
relevant to these industries. However, additional 
opportunities to recycle and recover agricultural 
wastes and forest residues will be considered in 
the agriculture and LULUCF sector Plans.

The Tasmanian Government is committed to 
improving waste and resource recovery in 
Tasmania. The Tasmanian Waste and Resource 
Recovery Strategy 2023-2026 aims to reduce 
the generation of waste, boost recycling and 
resource recovery, and position Tasmania to move 
towards a circular economy. The Strategy includes 
commitments for infrastructure investment, 
resource recovery and circular economy grants 
and other programs, levy rebates, education 
and awareness, and skills development. More 
information about the Waste and Resource 
Recovery Strategy is available on the Tasmanian 
Waste and Resource Recovery Board website2. 

The new actions in this Plan have been 
designed in collaboration with the Waste and 
Resource Recovery Board (WRR Board) and 
the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) to ensure 
they align with and complement the Waste and 
Resource Recovery Strategy, and other waste 
related activities.

Our Plan to reduce emissions and build 
resilience in the waste sector is made up of 
five focus areas:

We will reduce the 
amount of organic waste 
sent to landfill.

We will increase recycling 
and recovery of high-
emissions waste streams.

We will support the 
transition to a circular, 
lower emissions 
economy.

We will build resilience 
to the impacts of climate 
change.

We will drive action 
through partnerships 
and collaboration.

1

2

3

4

5

2	 wrr.tas.gov.au/planning-and-reporting/waste-strategy 
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Targets

Tasmanian Government

Tasmania has a legislated economy-wide target 
of net zero emissions, or lower, from 2030. 
This target recognises the risks to Tasmania’s 
current net zero status, for example from major 
bushfires, which could change our emissions 
profile by reducing the carbon sink in our forests.

Tasmania’s organic waste targets are to: 

•	 reduce the volume of organic waste sent to 
landfill by 25 per cent by 2025

•	 reduce the volume of organic waste sent to 
landfill by 50 per cent by 2030

•	 reduce food waste by 50 per cent by 2030.

National targets

The National Waste Policy Action Plan 20193 set 
national targets for waste and resource recovery: 

•	 reduce total waste generated in Australia 
by 10 per cent per person by 2030

•	 recover 50 per cent across all waste 
streams by 2025 and 80 per cent by 2030

•	 halve the amount of organic waste sent to 
landfill by 2030

•	 make comprehensive, economy-wide, and 
timely data publicly available to support 
better consumer, investment, and policy 
decisions

•	 phase out problematic and unnecessary 
plastics by 2025.

These targets are currently under review by the 
Australian, state and territory governments.

In 2023, all of Australia’s Environment Ministers 
agreed to work with the private sector to 
design out waste and pollution, keep materials 
in use, and foster markets to achieve a circular 
economy by 2030.

International community

•	 United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 
12.3: Halve global food waste per capita by 
2030.

•	 Global Methane Pledge: Reduce global 
methane emissions across all sectors by at 
least 30 per cent below 2020 levels by 2030.

3	 www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/
protection/waste/publications/
national-waste-policy-action-plan

Photo: Rachel Brown
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Case study

Business Resource Efficiency Program

The Tasmanian Government, through the 
Climate Change Office, has supported two 
rounds of the Business Resource Efficiency 
Program (BREP)6, delivered by Business 
Action Learning Tasmania.

Across two rounds, BREP has supported 
26 small-and medium-sized organisations 
in Tasmania to reduce emissions and adopt 
innovative practices to improve the way 
they use their resources. Support provided 
through BREP included:

•	 waste audit workshops to support 
participants to audit their material 
streams and identify opportunities for 
resource recovery

•	 an exploratory learning series 
showcasing circular economy thinking 
from Australia and around the world

•	 participation in working groups to 
apply collective learning to individual 
challenges and highlight the 
interdependency of a circular economy

•	 individual mentoring by a qualified 
sustainable designer to assist with each 
business’s identified resource efficiency 
initiatives.

Projects supported through BREP include:
•	 recycling and re-manufacturing of plastic 

materials
•	 reducing the carbon footprint of waste-

to-landfill from tourism and hospitality 
operations

•	 diverting metals from landfill and 
recycling through up-cycling, reusing 
and repurposing

•	 addressing opportunities and barriers to 
the production of bio-fuels from wood 
waste in Tasmania

•	 production of biochar.

Case studies, resources and tools have 
been developed which summarise the key 
program learnings and outcomes to help 
other businesses improve their resources 
and efficiency. The resources are available 
on the ReCFIT website at: www.recfit.tas.
gov.au/grants_programs/brep 

 

6	 businessactionlearningtas.com.au/brep/ 

32 Waste Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan | We will support the transition to a circular, lower emissions economy 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

TI



Case study

Collaborating to rethink waste management in Tasmania

Tasmania has three regional waste 
management groups, which are committed 
to working closely with the WRR Board 
and supporting the strategic resource 
management and emissions reduction 
targets in Tasmania.

North West Resource Recovery and 
Recycling is a project of the Cradle Coast 
Waste Management Group (CCWMG). The 
group aims to improve waste management 
and resource recovery from a regional 
perspective, providing efficiencies, 
economies of scale, and specialty waste 
reduction services in the north-west of 
Tasmania. Dulverton Regional Waste 
Management Authority coordinates and 
provides project management support and 
waste expertise to the program.

Circular North provides advice, funding, 
and education to better manage waste 
and recycling within northern Tasmanian 
communities, businesses and local 
governments. Circular North is hosted 
by NRM North. Guided by the waste 
hierarchy, an internationally accepted 
guide for prioritising waste management 
practices, Circular North applies principles 
of ecologically sustainable development 
to inform their strategies and achieve 
significant improvements in resource 
recovery.

TasWaste South is a Joint Authority 
established by the 12 Councils of Southern 
Tasmania. TasWaste South’s primary role is 
to collaborate, coordinate and inform with 
a view to driving better waste outcomes 
and efficiencies for southern councils and 
communities.

The regional waste management groups 
are funded by the Waste and Resource 
Recovery Board. 
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Tasmania’s Emissions Reduction  
and Resilience Roadmap

Tasmania has emissions reduction and resilience 
plans (sectoral plans) for six of our greenhouse 
gas-emitting sectors. We also have a statewide 
risk assessment for climate change, and the 
government has published a formal response to 
the risk assessment. Each of these documents 
was released in 2024.

We recognise that there is a lot of overlap 
between the six sectors. We have developed 
this roadmap to link together the six sectoral 
plans and the risk assessment, and set out our 
pathway for emissions reduction and resilience 
across the economy.

This roadmap includes new commitments to 
support businesses and industries to address 
issues and opportunities that affect all sectors. 
It sets out how we will maintain our target of net 
zero emissions across our economy through to 
2030 and beyond.

This roadmap also outlines which groups in 
Tasmania are covered in which sectoral plan,  
and our commitment to supporting groups  
and industries which fall outside the sectoral 
plan process.

Statewide risk assessment for 
climate change

Tasmania's Risk Assessment for Climate Change 
2024 (Risk Assessment) and the government 
response to the Risk Assessment were published 
in November 2024. The Risk Assessment will help 
the government prioritise actions that support 
adaptation to the impacts of climate change.

This roadmap outlines the risks and 
opportunities identified in the Risk Assessment 
which relate to the sectoral plans. 

To read the Risk Assessment  
and the government’s response  
to the Risk Assessment, visit  
the ReCFIT website:
recfit.tas.gov.au/cc-risk-assessment

Sectoral Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plans

Over 2023-24, we developed six sectoral plans for:

Transport

Energy

Waste

Agriculture

IPPU
(industrial processes 
and product use)

LULUCF
(land use, land use 
change and forestry)

We are also developing a sectoral plan for the 
government’s own operations, which we expect 
to publish in mid-2025.

The sectoral plans outline the priority actions for 
the government to support each sector over the 
next five years to:

	• reduce greenhouse gas emissions to support 
Tasmania achieving its target of net zero 
emissions, or lower, from 2030

	• transition to a low emissions economy

	• build resilience to the impacts of climate change.

The plans have been produced in consultation 
with governments, business, industry, and  
the community.

The Plans commit $3.6 million to deliver 30  
new actions across six sectors.

The development of the plans is a requirement 
under the Climate Change (State Action) Act 2008 
(the Act).

Find out more about the sectoral 
plans on the ReCFIT website: 
www.recfit.tas.gov.au/policies_
strategies_plans/emissions_reduction 
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Reducing emissions and building resilience  
in the Tasmanian Government

We recognise that Tasmanian Government 
departments and agencies play a role in 
reducing emissions and responding to 
climate-related risks and opportunities. 
We are committed to building climate 
capability in the public sector, and ensuring 
that consideration of climate change and 
climate-related risks and opportunities is 
embedded in decision making at all levels.  

Government Operations Emissions 
Reduction and Resilience Plan

The government is developing an emissions 
reduction and resilience plan for its operations. 
This plan can support emissions reduction  
and resilience in government, as well as  
support action more broadly. 

For example, electrifying the government  
vehicle fleet, in line with our target of 
100 per cent electric by 2030, will make  
more second-hand electric vehicles available  
in Tasmania. 

Government is also a major consumer of  
products that are used to provide essential 
services to Tasmanians, including in our schools 
and hospitals. Exploring options to increase our 
use of environmentally sustainable products can 
play an important role in supporting local markets 
for low emissions materials. We are already taking 
action across government, including through 
the Tasmanian Wood Encouragement Policy and 
the Sustainable Institutional Food Procurement 
Tasmania Project.

Actions under the plan for government 
operations will include:

	• audit of current agency activity

	• workshops with agencies

	• baseline emissions inventory (to support 
a net zero target and future emissions 
reductions)

	• review of whole-of-government energy  
use, emissions monitoring and reporting 
needs, and software requirements

	• future opportunities for mitigation and 
adaptation actions.

We will publicly consult on the draft plan as 
part of this process. We expect the government 
operations plan to be finalised in mid-2025. 

Government climate capability 
framework 

The government is also developing a framework 
to embed climate change in government 
decision making. The framework will include 
three key areas for action: 

	• building understanding and knowledge  
of climate change across government

	• improving confidence to consider  
climate change risks and opportunities  
in decision making

	• adaptive management and continuous 
review and improvement.

The framework will be informed by the  
Risk Assessment. The key outcomes of the 
framework are to:

	• demonstrate leading best practice in how  
the government considers climate change  
in decision making

	• embed climate change consideration as 
business as usual

	• reduce government exposure to  
climate-related risks

	• improve climate change outcomes  
for the government and Tasmania

	• increase accountability for decisions  
relevant to climate change.Rele
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Our action is guided by seven principles

1 Sustainable development  
and social equity	

Climate action, and any government action that 
has a direct impact on climate change mitigation 
or adaptation efforts, should benefit both 
current and future generations of Tasmanians. 
In particular, vulnerable communities and 
Aboriginal practices should be considered.	

How the sectoral plans take into account  
this principle

	• The energy plan includes actions to support 
Tasmanian communities and vulnerable 
people to increase the liveability of their 
homes and reduce the cost of living.

	• The agriculture and LULUCF plans consider 
opportunities for Aboriginal communities to 
benefit from the transition a low emissions 
economy, in line with national work programs.

2 Transparency and reporting	

Reporting on climate change action should be 
timely, transparent and accurate, and made 
available to the public.

How the sectoral plans take into account  
this principle

Tasmania’s second legislated climate change 
activity statement, to be released in mid-2025, 
will report on the progress against the sectoral 
plans. We will also continue to report annually 
on Tasmania’s greenhouse gas emissions.

3 Science-based approach

Climate change action should be scientifically 
substantiated and align with limiting  
global warming to no more than 1.5°C  
above pre-industrial levels.

How the sectoral plans take into account  
this principle

The sectoral plans are guided by the 2021 
Tasmanian Emissions Pathway Review, which 
outlines the pathway for Tasmania to maintain 
net zero emissions, or lower, out to 2050. 
Tasmania is the only jurisdiction which makes a 
net negative contribution to Australia’s national 
greenhouse gas emissions. This contributes to 
Australia's commitment under the international 
Paris Agreement to keep global warming to well 
below 2°C compared to pre-industrial levels, and 
pursue efforts to limit warming to 1.5°C. 

4 Integrated decision making

Decision making on climate change action is 
integrated, addressing environmental, social  
and economic considerations over short-, 
medium-, and long-term timeframes.

How the sectoral plans take into account  
this principle

We are committed to a coordinated  
whole-of-government approach to action 
on climate change. This commitment will 
be strengthened through the framework to 
build the capability of Tasmanian government 
agencies to consider climate change. The 
sectoral plans consider the ways that this 
framework will support emissions reduction  
and resilience in each sector. 

 5 Risk management

Climate change action adequately reflects 
assessed risks, and risks of action and inaction 
are addressed.

How the sectoral plans take into account  
this principle

The sectoral plans acknowledge the risks to each 
sector identified in the Risk Assessment and 
include actions to address them where possible. 
Further opportunities to address the risks 
identified in the Risk Assessment are identified 
in the government reponse.

6 Community engagement

Proposed climate change action takes into 
account the views of interested and relevant 
members of the community, through 
appropriate engagement.

How the sectoral plans take into account  
this principle

Public consultation was undertaken on each 
sectoral plan. Each plan includes a section 
outlining how the plan addresses the feedback 
from public and targeted consultation.

7 Complementarity

Climate change action should reflect an 
appropriate level of cohesion with relevant  
state, national, and international climate  
change developments.

How the sectoral plans take into account  
this principle

The sectoral plans take into account relevant 
state, national and international targets 
and commitments. We are working with the 
Australian Government to ensure Tasmania’s 
unique opportunities and challenges are 
considered in national work programs,  
including the development of national  
sectoral decarbonisation plans.

iStock/pixdeluxe
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Our commitment to supporting all parts  
of our economy and community to reduce  
emissions and build resilience

We recognise that there is significant overlap 
between some sectors, and that there are parts 
of Tasmania’s communities, businesses and 
industries that may not explicitly be covered  
by the sector-based plans. 

The next statewide climate change action plan 
is to be developed in 2025. We will consider 
the below opportunities and a range of other 
issues as part of the development of the action 
plan. We will also release a draft plan for public 
consultation as required under our legislation.

The government already has a range of 
initiatives in place to support many of the  
following groups that are not explicitly  
covered in the sectoral plans.

Aboriginal communities

	• We are committed to building relationships 
with Aboriginal people and organisations 
to support the consideration of palawa 
perspectives and needs in current climate 
change work programs where possible, as 
well as in future policies and programs from 
the design phase onwards.

Building and construction

	• We are increasing Tasmania’s capacity for 
recycling and recovery of construction and 
demolition materials through the High 
Priority Infrastructure Grant Program.

	• We have a number of programs underway 
to reduce emissions from government 
infrastructure projects, including the 
Tasmanian Wood Encouragement Policy and 
development of a Strategic Infrastructure 
Framework. The framework will include 
principles to support better sustainability 
outcomes.

Children and young people

	• We are developing climate change resources 
for Tasmanian schools.

	• We are supporting the Youth Climate  
Leaders Program.

	• We are improving the way we engage and 
consult with children and young people 
about climate change.

	• We are supporting the Nature Connection 
Youth Mental Health project to address 
climate distress in children and young people.

Community

	• The Climate Change Community Action Grant 
Program is providing $350,000 to support 
community-level action across Tasmania. 

	• The $1.2 million e-Transport package has 
supported hundreds of Tasmanians to 
purchase electric vehicles, electric bikes  
and other e-mobility devices.

	• The Healthy Tasmania Focus Grant  
Program is supporting a range of projects 
across Tasmania to address the impacts  
of climate change on the health and 
wellbeing of Tasmanians.

	• The Energy Saver Loan Scheme provides  
no-interest loans to help fund the purchase 
and installation of energy efficient products 
and upgrades.

	• We are developing a climate change public 
awareness program.
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Natural environment

	• We are developing a response to the  
findings and recommendations of the  
2024 State of the Environment Report.

	• We are implementing programs such as 
planned burning to protect the natural  
and cultural values of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area under  
the changing climate.

	• We are ensuring our biosecurity 
assessments, and processes to protect our 
environments from pests and diseases, 
account for the impacts of climate change.

Processing and manufacturing

	• The $1 million Advanced Manufacturing 
Accelerating Growth Grants program is 
providing grants of up to $100,000 to 
Tasmanian manufacturing businesses.

Tourism

The Tourism Industry Council Tasmania  
(TICT) Emissions Reduction Initiative  
includes two programs:

	• The Tourism Emissions Reduction program 
supports tourism operators to purchase 
software to measure their emissions and 
develop an emissions reduction plan.

	• Net Zero Advanced provides access to carbon 
accounting software, in addition to free 
training for accountants and bookkeepers.

Retail and hospitality

	• We are working to phase out problematic 
single use plastics and supporting  
businesses through the transition.

	• We are developing Recycle Rewards, 
Tasmania’s container refund scheme to 
increase recycling of beverage containers.

	• We are supporting the collection of food 
waste from hospitality businesses.

Small- and medium-sized  
Tasmanian businesses

	• The Enabling Business Grant Program is 
supporting Tasmanian small businesses to 
grow, adapt and innovate.

	• The Energy Efficiency Audit Grants Program 
is supporting businesses to understand  
their energy use so they can improve their 
energy efficiency.

	• We are developing a grant program to assist 
small businesses to design and implement 
continuity plans and build resilience.

Supply chains and  
scope 3 emissions

	• The Sustainable Institutions Food 
Procurement Tasmania project is mapping 
and scoping the opportunity for more 
sustainable approaches to food procurement 
by publicly funded institutions.

	• We will consider further opportunities to 
support sustainable, local markets as part of 
the project to build capacity of government 
agencies to consider climate change.Rele
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Department of State Growth

GPO Box 536 Hobart 
TAS 7001 Australia
Phone: 03 6166 4466

Email: climatechange@recfit.tas.gov.au

Web: recfit.tas.gov.au

© State of Tasmania November 2024
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