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10 January 2020

Hon Guy Barnett MP
Minister for Primary Industries and Water
Minister for Energy
Minister for Resources
Minister for Veterans' Affairs
Level 5, 4 Salamanca Place
HOBART TASMANIA 7000

Tasmanian Renewable Hydrogen Action Plan
Dear Minister,
UPC\AC Renewables Australia ("UPC") is an Australian entity, established in early 2017, that is
headquartered in Tasmania. We have a development portfolio of several GWs of renewable energy
within the National Electricy Market. UPC is part of the global UPC Renewables Group that was
established in the early 1990s. The UPC Renewables Group has developed, owned and operated over
4500MW of large scale wind and solar farms in 10 countries across Europe, North America and
Australia-Asia, with an investment value of over $5Billion USD. We have always been a pioneering
renewable energy developer, developing the first commercial wind farms in Italy and Indonesia as an
example. Our mission is to meet our world's growing energy needs with clean electricity and improve
the lives of local people and communities. As a developer, owner and operator, UPC is vested in the
community for the long term.
UPC is actively considering a role in the emerging renewable hydrogen opportunity, as an equity
investor, but also as a supplier of renewable energy to a hydrogen production facility. In the case of
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Hydrogen Trial Plant
While in the short term developing the hydrogen opportunity may not be commercial without
government action, the work to facilitate these actions will start the transition of the economy to be
ready to produce and use hydrogen in the future. UPC considers this is the role of government and
that potentially this may include supporting a demonstration or trial plant to help deliver some of the
actions outlined in the Action Plan. Such a concept would align to Action 18 and a set of
comprehensive measures to support the hydrogen opportunity. Such a trial could then look to
produce hydrogen for the local opportunities, as well as for export. This may include hydrogen
production for methanol, hydrogen for ammonia (export or agriculture - Action 12} and hydrogen for
local use (transport, gas replacement -Action 7). If production was also supported by local capability
development (i.e. hydrogen truck/buses/garbage trucks) then the hydrogen supply chain can be
tested and supported. This could be a good opportunity to involve local councils looking to reduce
their carbon footprints.
The Government could also look at implementing a request for proposal process to attract private
sector entities to develop the trial/demonstration hydrogen plant. Such a process could meet the
Government's requirements while also ensuring competitive tension to minimise government
funding. We believe the current interest in this opportunity is likely to attract significant interest from
hydrogen plant developers.
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the draft Tasmanian Renewable Hydrogen Action Plan
and we look forward to continuing to work with the Government to advance the renewable
hydrogen potential for Tasmania. If we can assist further please don't hesitate to contact me
for further assistance or discussions.
Yours sincerely

L

Dr Michael Connarty

Manager, Strategy and Stakeholder Engagement

