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7 September 2016 
 
Energy Security Taskforce Secretariat 
c/- Department of State Growth 
GPO Box 536 
Hobart, Tasmania, 7001 
 
Dear Mr Geoff Willis AM, 
 
I refer to the Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce’s (TEST) Consultation Paper 
published on 3 August 2016 inviting submissions by 9th September 2016. 

I welcome the opportunity to comment on TEST’s Consultation Paper and ask 
that you accept this letter and annex A : response to questions 1 to 7 as Steel 
Wave Power’s comment for Tasmania’s energy security as pertains to electricity. 

It is noted AER’s Tasmanian electricity distribution – Framework and approach 
2017-2019 will support development of competitive markets for energy services 
and efficient investment in network and customer services, mainly under ACCC 
regulations, that a level playing field results for such investment from public 
and/or private sources. References to supporting items are below my valedictory. 

I would be pleased to discuss this comment at your convenience. Should you 
wish to discuss this submission, please do not hesitate to contact undersigned. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Marcus Steel 

Principal Application Engineer 

Steel Wave Power 

ABN: 72044918897          

References: 

A. https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-
%20Submission%20on%20Tasmanian%20electricity%20distribution%20Framework%20and%20appro
ach%20-%2017%20Mar%202015.pdf . 

B. https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-
%20Submission%20to%20framework%20and%20approach%20preliminary%20positions%20paper%20
-%2015%20May%202015.pdf  

https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-%20Submission%20on%20Tasmanian%20electricity%20distribution%20Framework%20and%20approach%20-%2017%20Mar%202015.pdf
https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-%20Submission%20on%20Tasmanian%20electricity%20distribution%20Framework%20and%20approach%20-%2017%20Mar%202015.pdf
https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-%20Submission%20on%20Tasmanian%20electricity%20distribution%20Framework%20and%20approach%20-%2017%20Mar%202015.pdf
https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-%20Submission%20to%20framework%20and%20approach%20preliminary%20positions%20paper%20-%2015%20May%202015.pdf
https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-%20Submission%20to%20framework%20and%20approach%20preliminary%20positions%20paper%20-%2015%20May%202015.pdf
https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/Steel%20Wave%20Power%20-%20Submission%20to%20framework%20and%20approach%20preliminary%20positions%20paper%20-%2015%20May%202015.pdf
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“When we mean to build, 

We first survey the plot, then draw the model; 

And when we see the figure of the house, 

Then must we rate the cost of the erection; 

Which if we find outweighs ability, 

What do we then but draw anew the model 

In fewer offices, or at last desist 

To build at all.” 

(William Shakespeare - King Henry IV part 2 act 1, sc. 3) 
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Annex A : Response to Questions 1 to 7 in Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce Consultation Paper August 2016 

Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 1: What are the specific risks to Tasmanian energy 

security that you think the Taskforce should consider? 

"And oftentimes excusing of a fault doth make the fault the worse by the excuse." (Shakespeare - King John) 

“Until the advent of Basslink, Bell Bay will continue to play an important role in the management of 

generation risk, both in terms of supplementing managing water storages and in providing generating 

capacity in the event of other generation constraints.” - RELIABILITY REVIEW OF THE TASMANIAN POWER 

SYSTEM FOR 2001-2002 :::: That boat ran aground in early 2016. 

 

 

"What's past is prologue" (William Shakespeare - The Tempest, Act 2, Scene I) 
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Annex A : Response to Questions 1 to 7 in Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce Consultation Paper August 2016 

Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 2: What risks are acceptable to you or your business in 

terms of energy security and the risk/cost trade off? How well are you or your business able to manage 

energy supply disruptions? 

"We know what we are but know not what we may be." (William Shakespeare - Hamlet) 

Current Tasmanian Energy Security Design is Inefficient - number one risk to my business. For example, 

a) How long has Cattle Hill Wind Farm (connection application 225 MW)a been on TAS “Gunna Do” list? 

b) Aren’t powerline augmentations’b shown to be “penny-wise, pound-foolish” to fix energy security risk? 

c) How would a municipal waste and gas-fired power stationc of 20 MW at Brighton be working for all? 

To make energy security more efficient, grid planning has to modernise. 

 

 
References for subscripts in questions a) to c) above: 

a) Cattle Hill Wind Farm – weblinks to Interia Issues Working Group 
http://www.aemc.gov.au/getattachment/e18b8fbe-fb88-43c6-9e02-b216ae92b997/Department-of-Infrastructure-Energy-and-Resources.aspx  

http://www.aemc.gov.au/getattachment/92d44062-06fe-460c-815f-246149285a48/Transend-Networks.aspx  

http://www.farrierswier.com.au/wp-

content/uploads/2014/11/Best_practice_regulatory_analysis_of_emerging_RoCoF_problem_in_the_NEM_FSC.pdf  

http://www.electricity.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/148193/OTTER_28.07.2011.pdf  

http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to

_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to_OTTER_on_10

%20September_2009_090916.pdf  

http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER

_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_

2009_090916.pdf  

http://www.electricity.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/148193/OTTER_28.07.2011.pdf  

b) Basslink HVDC is a powerline, Waddamana- Lindisfarne 220kV is a powerline, “Waddamana – 

Palmerston power supply security augmentation” is a powerline reliability upgrade, and so on. 

c) “Total Energy Services Tasmania Pty Ltd (TEST Energy) has publicly announced its plans to establish a 

municipal waste and gas-fired power station of around 20 MW at Brighton. TEST Energy has secured 

exclusive rights to utilise the SEGHERS technology from Belgium. Construction is expected to start on the 

$90 million facility in early 2003.” - Tasmanian Electricity Supply Industry Performance Report 2002 

  

http://www.aemc.gov.au/getattachment/e18b8fbe-fb88-43c6-9e02-b216ae92b997/Department-of-Infrastructure-Energy-and-Resources.aspx
http://www.aemc.gov.au/getattachment/92d44062-06fe-460c-815f-246149285a48/Transend-Networks.aspx
http://www.farrierswier.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Best_practice_regulatory_analysis_of_emerging_RoCoF_problem_in_the_NEM_FSC.pdf
http://www.farrierswier.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Best_practice_regulatory_analysis_of_emerging_RoCoF_problem_in_the_NEM_FSC.pdf
http://www.electricity.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/148193/OTTER_28.07.2011.pdf
http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf
http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf
http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Information_pack_provided_by_Hydro_Tasmania_at_presentation_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf
http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf
http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf
http://www.energyregulator.tas.gov.au/domino/otter.nsf/LookupFiles/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf/$file/Hydro_Tasmanias_speaking_notes_to_presentation_made_to_OTTER_on_10%20September_2009_090916.pdf
http://www.electricity.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/148193/OTTER_28.07.2011.pdf
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Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 3: What level of reliable electricity supply is required by 

customers? Do customers consider reliability should be as close as possible to 100 per cent at all times, or 

would, for example, reliable supply closer to 99 per cent of the time be acceptable if the cost is 

significantly less? 

 

"I like not fair terms and a villain's mind." (William Shakespeare - The Merchant of Venice) 

 

“If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is” – customers, you get nothing for nothing. 
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Annex A : Response to Questions 1 to 7 in Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce Consultation Paper August 2016 

Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 4: How well are Tasmania’s energy security risks 

understood and communicated to the community? 

“Communications in the Energy Cloud 
The Energy Superhighway and the Future of Grid Connectivity” 

Richelle Elberg (Principal Research Analyst) / Mackinnon Lawrence (Senior Research Director) 
Navigant Consulting, Inc. 1375 Walnut Street, Suite 100, Boulder, CO 80302 USA  

PUBLISHED 1Q 2016 

 

VERSUS 
“It is a tale      Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, Signifying nothing." (William Shakespeare - Macbeth) 

Tasmania has fallen behind the rest of the country for digital inclusion, despite being promised “first mover” advantage 

with the National Broadband Network. A new digital inclusion index, a measurement of people’s ability to participate 

online, shows Tasmania is the worst performing state or territory in the country and the only region to go backwards in 

the past two years. Tasmania’s rating of 48.2 for digital inclusion is 6.3 points below the national average. The 

Australian Capital Territory leads the way with a rating of 59.7. The ratings are based on eight criteria, including 

internet access, affordability and ability. The report’s lead author, Julian Thomas from Swinburne University in Victoria, 

said Tasmania’s rating was a concern. “The internet is becoming more and more about everyday life,” Professor 

Thomas said. “The problem of not being online is increasing. “If you think back 20 years, if you did not have an email 

address it would not have been such a big problem, but these days it is a significant problem. 

 TasICT chief executive Will Kestin said the results were surprising. “We feel there has been mostly positive 

progression for the state regarding connectivity and digital inclusion,” he said. “The NBN is now meeting their roll-out 

milestones and the Government has done some good programs around ‘digital readiness’.” 

 Tasmania’s Information Technology and Innovation Minister Michael Ferguson said the report identified socio-

economic factors which were well-known and longstanding issues in Tasmania. “To specifically address digital 

literacy, access and education we’ve introduced a wide range of programs,” he said. “These range from those 

targeting the early primary years, such as Code Club, through to the IT’s Your Career and IT@Work programs for 

older students. “It’s by giving Tasmanians the education, tools and opportunities that we’ll see the economic benefits 

of the NBN infrastructure.” 

 Prof Thomas said improving the digital ability of residents was something that the Government and community could 

do something about. “Digital ability is about the kinds of skills and types of things you do online – it goes to people’s 

confidence and capacity,” he said.  
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Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 5: What existing frameworks for assessing and 

monitoring energy security might the Taskforce wish to consider? 

"Strong reasons make strong actions." (William Shakespeare - King John) 

 

 

“LEAST-COST PLANNING FOR 21ST CENTURY ELECTRICITY SUPPLY 
MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF COMPLEXITY AND AMBIGUITY IN DECISION MAKING” 
 Mark Cooper  

Senior Fellow for Economic Analysis, 
Institute for Energy and the Environment, Vermont Law School 

June, 2011 

“Provision of Ancillary Services by Distributed Generators  
Technological and Economic Perspective” 

Martin Braun 
Erneuerbare Energien und Energieeffizienz 
Renewable Energies and Energy Efficiency 

Band 10 / Vol. 10 
Herausgegeben von / Edited by 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Jürgen Schmid, Universität Kassel 
22th December 2008 

“NAVIGATING THE ENERGY TRANSFORMATION 
BUILDING A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE FOR ENERGY CLOUD 2.0” 

MACKINNON LAWRENCE (Senior Research Director) / JAN VRINS (Global Energy Practice Leader) 
Navigant Consulting, Inc. 

1375 Walnut Street, Suite 100 
Boulder, CO 80302 USA  

PUBLISHED 3Q 2016 
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Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 6: Which potential energy security solutions should the 

Taskforce consider? 

"How far that little candle throws his beams!" (William Shakespeare - The Merchant of Venice) 

 
Visit weblink: http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/7380915/ 

 

 “NAVIGATING THE ENERGY TRANSFORMATION 
BUILDING A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE FOR ENERGY CLOUD 2.0” 

MACKINNON LAWRENCE (Senior Research Director) / JAN VRINS (Global Energy Practice Leader) 
Navigant Consulting, Inc.  

http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/7380915/
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Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 7: What international examples of water storage 

management practices should be considered by the Taskforce when reviewing Hydro Tasmania’s 

approach? 

Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 8: What governance arrangements might be useful to 

consider in strengthening water storage management in Tasmania? 

Tasmanian Energy Security Taskforce - Question 9: What economic opportunities and risks are there for 

Tasmania associated with a second Bass Strait interconnector, and how would it improve Tasmania’s 

energy security? 

 

"Go wisely and slowly. Those who rush, stumble and fall." (William Shakespeare - Romeo and Juliet) 

 

 
“Sustainable Energy Future: Evolution or Revolution?” 

2012 EEA Auckland, New Zealand, June 22, 2012 

MIROSLAV M. BEGOVIC (then President‐Elect, IEEE Power & Energy Society) 

 


